
Discover Your Career in Pathology

WHAT’S MY 
PATH FORWARD

 www.whatsmynext.org

What is ASCP? Founded in 1922 in Chicago, ASCP is the world’s largest professional 

membership organization for pathologists and laboratory professionals. ASCP provides 

excellence in education, certification, and advocacy on behalf of patients, anatomic and 

clinical pathologists, and medical laboratory professionals.  Learn more about who we 

are, what we do and how we can help you with a career in the lab at www.ascp.org.

Elective Rotations in Pathology 
Reach out to residents/faculty in Pathology 
for shadowing or research opportunities

Online Resources 
American Society for Clinical Pathology (ASCP) 
www.ascp.org/medstudent

Intersociety Council for Pathology Information (ICPI) 
www.pathologytraining.org

Association of Pathology Chairs (APC) 
www.apcprods.org

College of American Pathologists (CAP) 
www.cap.org

United States and Canadian Academy 
of Pathology (USCAP) 
www.uscap.org

HOW CAN MEDICAL 
STUDENTS LEARN MORE 
ABOUT PATHOLOGY?
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There are a variety of 
specialt ies in Pathology.

ANATOMIC PATHOLOGY: Broadly, AP refers to the 
processing, examination, and diagnosis of biopsies and 
surgical specimens.

SURGICAL PATHOLOGY: Study of tissues removed from 
living patients during biopsy or surgery to help diagnose 
a disease and provide possible guidance with respect to 
treatment and prognosis.

CYTOPATHOLOGY: Study of cells obtained from body 
secretions and fluids by scraping, washing, or sponging the 
surface of a lesion, or by the aspiration of a tumor mass or 
body organ with a fine needle.

AUTOPSY AND FORENSIC PATHOLOGY: 
Provides insight into disease processes and the 
medicolegal death investigation.

CLINICAL PATHOLOGY: Broadly, CP refers to testing 
of blood and body fluids (blood cell counts, coagulation 
studies, urinalysis, blood glucose level determinations, 
cultures), management of laboratory data, and 
management of blood banks and apheresis units.

CLINICAL CHEMISTRY: Analysis of bodily fluids for 
diagnostic and therapeutic purposes. It is an applied form of 
biochemistry to detect dissolved components of blood such 
as ions, proteins, antibodies, carbohydrates, lipids, toxins, etc.

CLINICAL MICROBIOLOGY: Detection of microorganisms 
of any type (virus, bacteria, fungi, parasites) from human 
samples for the prevention, diagnosis and treatment of 
infectious diseases.

TRANSFUSION MEDICINE/BLOOD BANKING: 
Management of blood banking, identification of antibodies 
and therapeutic apheresis, HPC collection and LDL apheresis.

MOLECULAR AND GENETIC PATHOLOGY - 
PRECISION MEDICINE: Focused on the use of molecular 
diagnostic tests to aid in diagnosis, prognosis, detection 
of recurrence after therapy, prediction of response to 
therapy, and monitoring of response to treatment.

HEMATOPATHOLOGY: Study of diseases of blood, lymph 
nodes, spleen, and bone marrow.

PATHOLOGY INFORMATICS: Collection, classification, 
manipulation, storage, retrieval and dissemination of 
information to solve problems in pathology. Support for 
laboratory information systems.

DISCOVER  PATHOLOGY 

STUDY THE CAUSE 
AND EFFECTS 
OF DISEASES
Laboratory examination of samples of body fluids 
or tissue for diagnostic or forensic purposes

RESIDENCY 
TRAINING
• Anatomic pathology

• Clinical pathology

JOB OPPORTUNITIES
• Academic

• Community/Private Practice

• Medical examiner

• Industry

BECOME THE 
CONSULTANT
• The “doctor’s doctor”

• Advises other physicians about appropriate 
lab utilization and interpretation
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