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Joint Survey – 

ASCP BOR, NAACLS, NCA, AMA

Alan Bugbee, Director of Psychometrics and Research

It is no secret that Program Directors are asked to 
provide a lot of information to different organizations. 
Among these requests are the Annual Program Survey 
by ASCP BOR, the Accreditation Survey by NAACLS, 
the Annual Program Survey by NCA, and the Annual 
Survey of Health Professions Education Programs by 
the AMA. All of these organizations understand the 
imposition and the amount of work that is involved to 
complete these surveys. Many of the surveys ask for 
much the same information. There should be a way for 
Program Directors to provide the information once and 
have it disseminated to all of the relevant organizations.

BOR Mission Statement
Provide excellence in certification of laboratory professionals on behalf of patients worldwide.

BOR Vision Statement
Serving as the largest and oldest pathology and laboratory medicine society and as the gold 
standard in certification for laboratory professionals, the BOR of the ASCP will take the leader-
ship role in the future of laboratory medicine.  Its work will focus on promoting public aware-
ness and assuming a proactive role in legislation that impacts the certification or practice of 
laboratory professionals.  The BOR will strive to ensure an adequate and competent workforce 
to protect public health and advocate for increased communication with program directors 
regarding certification and its maintenance through continuing education.  There will be on-
going efforts to develop and globally consolidate new certifications in response to emerging 
disciplines or regulatory changes in the delivery of laboratory testing. Operating in a financially 
stable manner, the BOR will be instrumental in stimulating economic and workforce develop-
ment both nationally and internationally.

ASCP BOR is happy to announce that a solution has 
arrived! Beginning in April a joint survey by ASCP 
BOR, NAACLS, NCA, and AMA will be emailed to 
the Program Directors. It is a computerized survey. 
Answering it once will address the survey questions of 
all of the organizations. The e-mail letter is addressed 
to the Program Director and will specify which pro-
gram it concerns. (Some Program Directors will receive 
more than one e-mail letter if they have more than one 
program. Each program needs to be addressed individu-
ally.) The deadline for completion has been set for May 
4, 2009.

ASCP BOR believes this will greatly reduce the Pro-
gram Director’ workload, while still providing the most 
thorough, relevant, and up-to-date information about 
the programs. We welcome your feedback, suggestions, 
criticism, etc. on this innovation.
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I would challenge each of you to consider going to at least one career activity at a junior high or high school in the 
next 12 months to give the students an oversight of what a rewarding and wonderful profession can be found in 
the field of medical laboratory sciences. 
 
Just think of the impact that BOR certificants can have if at least one-half of the Board certificants would attend 
one high school career fair to introduce the medical laboratory profession to those students. In addition, guided 
tours of clinical laboratories particularly reinforce for students the importance of this profession.   As a profession 
we are no nonsense, data-driven people who work diligently behind the laboratory doors to obtain accurate patient 
results. We may be invisible, but we are doing wonderful things for the patients behind the scenes. The patients 
and physicians, nurses and other health professionals depend on us for accurate timely laboratory results.   As a 
group, we need to “open the laboratory doors” and let the public see the critical tasks we do for patient health and 
safety. Personally, I have just given a presentation on the laboratory professions at one high school and I am signed 
up for another high school career day this spring. What an opportunity and a fun experience!

If we stress to demonstrate the importance of our laboratory profession to our younger generation and show them 
the excitement they can have in this wonderful field, then we can recruit future BOR certificants that will provide 
quality laboratory testing throughout our nation and internationally.  

On February 4, the ASCP Board of Registry (BOR) 
was awarded the contract to be the sole provider of 
licensure examinations for medical technologists (MTs) 
and medical laboratory technicians (MLTs) for a period 
of five years by the New York State Education Depart-
ment.    

This is a continuation of a previous one-year sole-
provider contract that began in December 2007.  The 
anticipated start date for the new contract is July 1, 
2009.  An amendment to extend the previous contract 
will cover the interim months.   

The ASCP BOR was chosen, in part, because the state 
of New York was looking for an organization that 
demonstrated a “wide acceptance of its examinations 
for these two professions as shown by the number of 
candidates taking them and the number of jurisdic-
tions using the examinations for certification or licen-
sure purposes.”  

“The ASCP Board of Registry is proud to have been 
chosen by the state of New York,” said Kathleen Becan-
McBride, EdD, MT(ASCP)CM, Chair of the ASCP 
BOR Board of Governors.  “For 80 years, ASCP Board 

of Registry certification has been the gold standard of 
laboratory scientists dedicated to quality patient care and 
continued education.”  

Approximately 800 people per year will become licensed 
medical technologists and medical laboratory technicians 
in New York.   

The ASCP BOR currently has a five-year contract as the 
provider of cytotechnology exams in New York and has 
previously been approved by the state of California for 
medical technology, medical laboratory technician, phle-
botomy, chemistry, and microbiology licensure exams.  

ASCP BOR to be Sole Provider for Licensure 
Examinations for New York State

Chair’s Message Continued from page 1
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International 
Certification  
TSLM Annual 
Congress

The Taiwan Society of Laboratory Medicine (TSLM) held 
their Annual Congress November 15-16, 2008.  Topics 
covered included CLSI guidelines, how to write a scientific 
paper, recent developments in molecular diagnosis, and 
ISO15189 accreditation.  The Congress also featured a 
student forum, review of various case studies, and 
scientific presentations.
 
Brochures and posters detailing the process of 
international certification were prominently displayed in 
an ASCPi exhibition booth arranged by the International 
Consortium for ASCPi, Taiwan Advisory Board and 
TSLM.  Additional information was provided via a 
PowerPoint presentation.  

The Taiwan Advisory Board further promoted ASCPi by 
forwarding all related materials to all universities with 
medical technology departments throughout Taiwan and 
disseminating the message through the joint meeting of 
medical technology department chairmen and TSLM 
internal meetings.  The ASCP Board of Registry would 
like to extend a special thanks to the Taiwan Board and 
TSLM for all their efforts and support of the international 
credential, and we look forward to receiving applications 
from our colleagues educated in Taiwan!

Taiwanese Laboratory Professionals visit the ASCPi booth at the TSLM Annual Congress.
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Angela Sreckovic has been employed as the 
Administrative Assistant for International Activities in 
the ASCP BOR as of October 2008.  In this capacity, 
she assists with various duties in the international 
division including application processing, evaluation, 
customer inquiries, international research and 
marketing.  Angela has a strong background in 
Scandinavian and Eastern European languages, and 
her proficiency in Swedish, Serbian, and Croatian will 
certainly be helpful as we expand our international 
certification offerings to this region.  

Angela’s diverse ethnic background has created a desire 
in her to constantly strive for professional growth, 
excellence and to make a positive change in the world.  

She realized this endeavor by completing a bachelor’s 
degree in Journalism at Columbia College Chicago. 
Angela will begin pursuing her Master’s Degree in 
International Studies at De Paul University in the fall of 
2009.  Before joining the ASCP, Angela had considerable 
media experiences including internships with WFLD32 
Perspective Unit and WLS-TV 190 North Show. We 
know that her educational background and cultural 
competence will be important assets in reaching our 
international audience.

In her free time, Angela organizes and produces 
televised events for the Caribbean community. She 
is also a Chicago Correspondent for Makin Moves 
Entertainment which has been nominated numerous 
times for best mixtapes and reached #33 on the 
Billboard List. Her other interests include traveling, 
swimming, competitive dancing and shopping.

Staff Spotlight –  
Angela Sreckovic
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EXAM
TYPE

FIRST
YEAR

CERTIFIED MEAN
STANDARD
DEVIATION

RANGE
OF SCORES

TOTAL #
TAKING
EXAM

TOTAL
PASS

TOTAL
FAIL

1ST TIME
CAAHEP/
NAACLS 

PASS
TOTAL

CERTIFIED

MT 1931 476 102 142 838 1904 1476 78% 428 22% 1284 83% 228,905

MLT 1969 485 123 100 942 1250 919 74% 331 26% 808 80% 73,799

HT 1948 448 116 100 776 373 244 65% 129 35% 129 75% 20,899

HTL 1980 422 111 100 688 117 75 64% 42 36% 20 65% 2,655

 CT 1957 513 92 222 760 172 152 88% 20 12% 148 90% 14,843

SCT* 1959 472 96 279 624 14 11 79% 3 21% 574

C 1948 422 119 174 770 61 34 56% 27 44% 4,074

SC 1954 452 90 268 566 8 6 75% 2 25% 1,701

H 1971 423 116 226 720 44 23 52% 21 48% 2,863

SH 1968 427 108 266 584 12 8 67% 4 33% 2,517

M** 1948 459 101 229 735 74 53 72% 21 28% 4,728

SM*** 1953 451 89 272 621 18 13 72% 5 28% 3,012

BB 1983 393 110 113 653 26 10 38% 16 62% 2,657

SBB 1954 451 128 202 698 44 27 61% 17 39% 17 77% 5,035

PBT**** 1989 517 123 100 883 1042 872 84% 170 16% 511 82% 34,830

HP 1993 453 86 281 640 47 32 68% 15 32% 491

DLM 1989 309 84 100 425 17 3 18% 14 82% 616

AT 2003 440 71 328 549 12 8 67% 4 33% 17

DPT 2003 488 161 325 999 16 11 69% 5 31% 91

MP 2003 448 115 100 611 66 49 74% 17 26% 31 72% 308

PA***** 2005 580 204 203 999 66 58 88% 8 12% 44 100% 1,238

SV 1998 0 0 0 124

SLS 2000 466 77 373 558 4 3 75% 1 25% 183

TOTAL 5387 4087 76% 1300 24% ******430,816

 *     The SCT examination was not offered from 1969 to 1986	
**    296   certifications from ACM				  
***  177   certifications from ACM				  
					   

****  	 754   certifications from PCB-CIMLE					   
***** 	 735   certifications from AAPA						    
******	  Includes 21,751 CLA; 1,961 NM; 592 I; 352 SI				  
									       

Examination Statistics for July - December 2008
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EXAM
TYPE

FIRST
YEAR

CERTIFIED MEAN
STANDARD
DEVIATION

RANGE
OF SCORES

TOTAL #
TAKING
EXAM

TOTAL
PASS

TOTAL
FAIL

1ST TIME
CAAHEP/
NAACLS 

PASS
TOTAL

CERTIFIED

MT 1931 475 102 139 886 3231 2484 77% 747 23% 2123 84% 228,905

MLT 1969 481 121 100 942 2187 1584 72% 603 28% 1360 79% 73,799

HT 1948 446 119 100 796 681 437 64% 244 36% 202 74% 20,899

HTL 1980 421 114 100 688 229 140 61% 89 39% 39 68% 2,655

 CT 1957 509 96 222 760 244 210 86% 34 14% 202 91% 14,843

SCT* 1959 490 120 279 769 18 14 78% 4 22% 574

C 1948 418 112 174 770 109 58 53% 51 47% 4,074

SC 1954 404 85 268 566 15 7 47% 8 53% 1,701

H 1971 442 117 226 720 78 46 59% 32 41% 2,863

SH 1968 419 93 266 584 23 14 61% 9 39% 2,517

M** 1948 465 115 168 735 132 95 72% 37 28% 4,728

SM*** 1953 449 83 272 621 29 21 72% 8 28% 3,012

BB 1983 416 105 113 742 67 35 52% 32 48% 2,657

SBB 1954 457 135 158 698 97 59 61% 38 39% 42 86% 5,035

PBT**** 1989 515 120 100 883 2040 1701 83% 339 17% 979 82% 34,830

HP 1993 458 90 281 660 59 41 69% 18 31% 491

DLM 1989 321 116 100 500 28 8 29% 20 71% 616

AT 2003 444 81 328 594 19 11 58% 8 42% 17

DPT 2003 446 200 100 999 34 19 56% 15 44% 91

MP 2003 446 160 100 986 116 81 70% 35 30% 45 66% 308

PA***** 2005 507 191 100 999 224 158 71% 66 29% 64 97% 1,238

SV 1998 360 2 358 361 2 0 0% 2 124

SLS 2000 398 113 118 558 11 6 55% 5 45% 183

TOTAL 9673 7229 75% 2444 25% ******430,816

 *     The SCT examination was not offered from 1969 to 1986	
**    296   certifications from ACM				  
***  177   certifications from ACM				  
					   

****  	 754   certifications from PCB-CIMLE					   
***** 	 735   certifications from AAPA						    
******	  Includes 21,751 CLA; 1,961 NM; 592 I; 352 SI				  
									       
		

Examination Statistics for January - December 2008  
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